Abstract-This paper has studied the early marriage of rural female youth and relevant countermeasures, and put forward some reflections in order to attract the attention of the relevant personnel. By referring to related researches of domestic and foreign scholars, the author found that there are a few researches about this phenomenon after 1990s in domestic documents. The gender-specific researches are much fewer, and lack theoretical explanation. The foreign scholars mainly focus on empirical research, and we can only learn from their relevant theories and research methods. Therefore, it is very necessary to research the early marriage of rural female youth under the background of social transformation.
INTRODUCTION
Early marriage refers to a marriage that takes place under the age of the upper age limit for protection under Marriage Law. The married couple only hold wedding according to local customs, or use other methods to get a marriage certificate from local governments. According to related data of Chinese Statistical Yearbook, we found that the fertility rate of women ranging from 15 to 19 was respectively 5.26%, 6.16%, 6.16% and 6.72% from 2008 to 2011.
II. CURRENT DOMESTIC RESEARCH STATUS
Since the founding of the PRC, there are many domestic discussions on early marriage. They were the most prosperous in 1990s, involving in sociology, anthropology, law, history and so on. Scholars of different fields have different research purposes and research perspectives. They discussed the historical development, causes, results, influence and corresponding reflections from different angles. Through above analysis we can see that current early marriage researches in the academic circles are presented in the form of paper. There are few monographs. And these early marriage studies mostly are carried out from the perspective of early childbearing. They focus on the demographic consequences of early marriage and early childbearing. The discussion on early marriage itself is seriously neglected. Overall, the research results of previous studies on early marriage have showed us the marriage traditions in China since ancient time, and summarized the causes and effects of early marriage in a general sense, providing a basis for later research. But there are shortcomings in these studies, for they neglected the objectivity and independence of early marriage behavior. The academic results of early marriage mainly concentrated in the 1990s. There are few studies under the background of new era. Rural women to be vulnerable groups have received little attention. Only a few scholars have specifically studied on rural women. We lack analysis from the causes and influences, and lack reference of foreign theories and researches. Gao Huisong pointed out that early marriage was associated with social environment and national tradition in his article 
III. FOREIGN RESEARCH STATUS
Compared with the domestic researches, most foreign studies on marriage age are empirical analysis, and often focus on the analysis of the consequences of early marriage. For example, Professor Bane (in 1986) studied and found that early marriage usually brought high divorce rate, low wages and a larger family size, which might produce the intergenerational transmission of poverty, and thus increase the government's financial burden. From the angle of economics, Rabin (in 2001) treated early marriage as the short-sighted behavior of teenagers. He thought the root of early marriage was that they couldn't correctly predict the relationship between short-term benefit and the long-term cost of early marriage. The Russell Sage Foundation in 1992 has made an empirical research on child marriage. They investigated 240 women getting marriage before 16, and found that the marriage before legal marriage age would terminate children's childhood and bring serious consequences to body and martial relations of women with early marriage.
In addition, a part of scholars have made theoretical analysis on the issue of marriage age from the macroscopic level. For example, Goode (in 1986) believed that the development of modern society will make more and more spouses' age roughly same. The difference of marriage ages of two genders will become smaller and smaller, and the marriage age of women will relatively increase. Fan and Huang (in 1998) argued that the age at first marriage also would be affected by the intermarriage circle. The enlargement of the intermarriage circle can increase the first marriage age of both men and women, and gradually expand the difference of marriage age of two genders. The reason is that the floating population is helpful to improving the age at first marriage.
In short, foreign scholars generally deny early marriage due to its negative consequences. They also have made general discussions on marriage age in the background of modernization, which has provided a good reference for our research on early marriage. However, in particular, the age of early marriage referred by foreign researchers is lower than that of early marriage in China, because foreign legal marriage age is generally smaller. Many countries stipulate the legal marriageable age about16 to 18.
